
 

 

HUMN 221  The Golden Age of Athens  (4) 

Great works of Greek literature, history, and philosophy from the 5th and early 4th centuries B.C., one of the most remarkable 

periods of intellectual, artistic, and political activity. Authors read include Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Herodotus, Thucydides, 

Aristophanes, and Plato. All works read in English. 

  

HUMN 222  Literature of the Western World: Medieval to Modern  (4) 

Great books of the post-classical Western tradition which have had a lasting influence on Western literature and thought, covering a 

variety of genres (epic, drama, poetry, prose fiction) and several nationalities and historical periods. All works read in English, but 

qualified students may do some reading in the original language. 

  

HUMN 223  Literary Traditions  (4) 

Reading of major representative works from the literatures of three or four contrasting cultures, with specific reference to the 

societies that produced them. The individual units, which may vary greatly according to the instructor's areas of interest and 

expertise, are chosen to ensure that students come into contact with traditions both past and present, of both Western and non-

Western provenance, and of both dominant and minority groups, and will touch on a variety of literary genres. Some background 

readings in anthropology and sociology as needed. 

  

HUMN 300  Topics in Humanities  (4) 

Topics in Humanities 

  

HUMN 300A  Reading Biblical Women  (4) 

An exploration of the Bible as sacred text, cultural document, and literary masterpiece, with special attention to the women of 

scripture. In addition to close readings of texts such as Genesis, Exodus, The Song of Songs, the Gospels and Revelation, class 

members will become acquainted with a range of techniques of biblical and literary analysis, from historical and textual criticism to 

mysticism and feminist theory. In the final unit of the course, students will explore, as interpreters and creators, artistic responses to 

scripture (the study or creation of translation, stained-glass, theatre, poetry, mystical writings, prose fiction, etc., based on the 

biblical text). Cross-listed with THEO 309C. 

  

HUMN 300B  Biblical Exegesis and Literary Criticism  (4) 

Study of the exegetical traditions of the Jewish and Christian faiths, concentrating on narrative concerns such as voice, form, 

quotation, and authority. Readings in critical theory, concentrating on essays which interpret the nature of language or which 

interpret works in which sacred stories, themes, or forms appear. Exploration of how these traditions of interpretation respond to 

important stories in our cultures, and how they help shape the ways we understand human experience. 

  

HUMN 300C  Medieval Literature in Translation  (4) 

Introduction to the medieval European culture and society through the reading of major literary masterpieces in translation. 

Emphasis on the vernacular literature of continental Europe. 

  

HUMN 300D  Gender, Structure and the Fairy Tale  (4) 

Reading of major representative works from the literatures of three or four contrasting cultures, with specific reference to the 

societies that produced them. The individual units, which may vary greatly according to the instructor's areas of interest and 

expertise are chosen to ensure that students come into contact with traditions both past and present, of both Western and non-

Western provenance, and of both dominant and minority groups, and will touch on a variety of literature genres. Some background 

readings in anthropology and sociology as needed. 

  

HUMN 300E  Gender and the Bildungsroman  (4) 

After gaining an understanding of the Bildungsroman, a German term for an imprecise subgenre of the novel called  

“novel of education” or “novel of apprenticeship” (roman d’education in French), we analyze how the Bildungsroman (novel of 

education) presents the arc of the main protagonist’s life within the context of his/her socio-cultural environment. The restrictions 

placed on women immediately challenge the novel’s emphasis on the hero’s travel, adventure, love affairs, and university education. 

Minority writers and writers in other cultures have enlisted the format of the Bildungsroman to portray their unique developmental 

struggles, male and female. The darkly humorous antiBildungsroman points out the implausibility for success for the naïve anti-

hero/ine. We read six or seven 19th and 20thcentury novels in English from Germany (former East and West), Swiss, British, and 

American literature; from TurkishGerman or other minority literature; and perhaps a Spanish pícaro novel. We also read selected 

pertinent journal articles or chapters by literary critics on the Bildungsroman. 

  



 

 

HUMN 327  Classical Mythology  (4) 

The mythological view of the world as presented in tales of gods and heroes. Myth as an explanation of cosmic and natural forces 

and of human life. Its role in art and literature. 

  

HUMN 369  East Asian Literature in Translation  (4) 

A study of Japanese, Chinese, and other East Asian literary traditions. 

  

HUMN 376  Topics: European Civilization  (4) 

An in-depth study of a particular theme, region, or time period in European Civilization. The precise subject to be studied will be 

announced prior to registration. 

  

  


